Gate Product Guide

Before selecting and buying a gate consider what position the gate will be
located in! There are many different types and sizes of gates, but no single gate
will work in all positions. Most common scenarios when installing gates include:

Stairs - top and bottom to prevent children from falling down the stairs
Framed doorways - to prevent children from entering certain rooms such
as office or chemical storage rooms

Wide openings - to prevent children from getting to certain areas such as
hallways or one area of a large room

Blocked off areas - to prevent children to get to e.g. heaters or corners
used for storage or as a "dumping zone"

Playpen - to keep the crawling baby confined

Fireplaces - special gates designed to fit around the hearth of a fireplace
preventing children from getting into the fireplace

Windows - to prevent children from falling out of the window and yet
allowing fresh air to come in

Some of the more common gates include: permanently mounted gates, pressure
mounted gates, fireplace gates, configurable gates, retractable gates and
barriers.

In most cases installing a gate is pretty straightforward - either in a framed
doorway or wall to wall. Occasionally installing a gate is not that simple and a
good deal of preparation is required before actually mounting the gate. Any gate
is easy to install, if the right conditions have been established before installing it!
Some of the more complicated areas to install gates include: bottom and top
stairs onto banisters, onto railings that are lower than the gate itself, onto
wrought iron structures, onto walls with big and unusual baseboards and
moldings, and into dry wall with poor back support or no studs where needed!

The area the gate is to be installed in (the gate surroundings) determines what
type of gate that will actually work. The purpose of the guide is to help making it
easier selecting the correct gate for the area where it's needed. So, we have
organized this guide around areas of the house where gates are typically
installed. We will discuss how to install gates in those areas and what gate types
will most likely work. All the various gates are available from
www.safetynook.com and so are any needed accessories. You can always use
our gate finder to retrieve our selection of gates that match the area and type you
are looking for. To help installing the gates, we also have a variety of help tools
available online. Beside this guide, we have the manufacturers user and
installation guides available as pdf files and our own video clips that show how
each gate is installed. We encourage all our customers to use these tools when
installing our gates - that should make the installation much easier!



Stair Gates - Top and Bottom

At the top of the stairs a permanently mounted gate is always recommended.
Select a strong gate such as a metal or wooden gate. Avoid unsturdy plastic
gates. A retractable gate (The Kiddy Guard Gate) is a good alternative -
especially where aesthetics are important. Some extra tall gates are available
(36"), but to make installation easier, make
sure they are not taller than the railing or wall
side, before buying! The gate surroundings
can be a regular wall (end wall with stud

behind), banisters or a half wall. So before

buying the gate, make sure it will fit (height

and width) and determine whether any gate

installation accessories are needed, such as _

a wooden installation kits or banister clamps. N

If the opening is extra wide (typically +43"), extensions are available for the
mounted gates or perhaps a wide opening gate type would be a better choice.
For openings +48" always consider wide opening gates. Make sure they are not
mounted at the very edge of the top step. Most of these gates have a bar at the
bottom that can be a trip hazard if placed right on the edge of the top step. If it's
not possible to place the gate +12" from the first step go for a mounted swing
gate + extension.

A very common scenario for the top of the stairs is a banister on one or both
sides. Sometimes the banisters are wide and have a flat surface and the gate
could be installed into the banister without using any gate kit. In most cases, and
certainly if the banisters are made out of iron, one or two gate kits are needed.
They are simply a thin piece of wood, with extra long screws and strong cable
ties. The wood can either be screwed into the railing or the banister bottom and
top, or simply secured with a couple of plastic ties. It's a

lllﬂ simple task to mount the wood with cable ties. Once the

h wood has been mounted on one or both sides (if
needed), the gate simply installs onto the wooden gate
kit. When the gate one day is taken down, it's easy to
just cut the ties and the kit comes off. Wooden gate kit is
also used if the railing is lower the gate. The wooden kit
can be installed onto the railing (it will extend higher)
and the gate then mounted onto the wood.

(KiddyGuard Retractable Gate shown)



At the bottom of the stairs either a permanently

mounted gate or a pressure gate can be installed. i ;--

A pressure-mounted gate does not require any il

tools to install. With banisters on either one or both [} ™ ——y
sides a permanently mounted gate is most likely 8 ____._':"'5

going to be the best choice. If the banisters are not
sturdy enough, the pressure gate can loose
pressure and fall out. A so-called "walk through"
pressure mounted gate is the sturdiest and most
convenient type of pressure gate. With this gate
there are no tools required and the gate stays in
place when in use. A walk through doorway built
into the gate opens conveniently for passage. Select only the strongest pressure
gates - metal or hardwood.

Framed Doorways

Pressure Mounted Gates typically works great for framed doorways. There is no
drilling required and the frame is already strong enough to support the gate. It's
an easy installation - just a few minutes for most gates. Wider openings might
require extensions to the gate. A strong "walk through" gate, with a doorway built
in, is always recommended. It's makes access to the "off limit" room much more
convenient - such as office, guestroom, laundry room etc. As with the stairs gate,
a retractable gate is a good alternative. It conveniently retracts and is out of the
way when not in use. In addition they are aesthetically more pleasing than
regular gates.

Wide Openings

Extra wide opening gates work great for living room wall to
wall installations or wide hallways - to block off specific
areas or rooms. Some parents decide to split the family
) room in two separate areas - one with TV, Stereo, plants
_and often breakables, fireplace etc and the other with the

. soft couch, chairs and baby toys! There are special gates
available for that purpose that can be extended as far as
needed - e.g. Kidco Configure gate. Wide opening gates
are also good to block off a whole section of the house -
bedrooms in a certain area.

Blocked off areas and Playpens

We often talk about "dumping zones". By that we mean a confined area in the
living, family or bedroom where more hazardous items are placed out of reach for
the child for the first few years. These areas typically are great for dumping



plants, floor lamps, space heaters and even notebooks and other equipment that
might not be a safety hazard, but it would be inconvenient if the baby got a hold
of it! Configurable gates work great for those blocked off areas and also work
great to block off permanent wall and floor heaters. They will keep the child at a
distance from the heater and still allow the hot air to flow freely. In addition to
that, they are heat resistant.

Playpens are similar gate types. They confine the
child and not the hazardous items, but obviously still
prevent the child from accessing any hazardous
items. Playpens normally work great for the crawling
baby and the child that has just started to walk. It's
much more difficult to keep older children +2 years
(solid toddlers) confined in a Playpen. They have too
much energy and at that age it makes more sense
to have a playroom childproofed, such as the family
room, gate it off and then have the toddler roam
around here during awake time!

Fireplaces

A fireplace is just another area that can easily be blocked off. Even if the

fireplace is not being used, it's an inconvenience to have the baby play in there!
There are special fireplace gates available that
wrap around the hearth and installs wall to
wall. They are adjustable in length and can be
extended unlimited. They are also relatively
easy to install. An alternative to a fireplace
gate would be either to block the fireplace off
with a piece of furniture - such as a toy chest,
or to use a fireplace screen. Fireplace screens
can be secured from the top with e.g. concrete
screws/chains from the inside of the fireplace
(no drilling in front). In addition to the fireplace
screen a soft padding can be mounted on the
hearth to prevent cuts and bruises if the baby
falls.



Windows

Gates work great as window barriers. Always select a gate with vertical bars
only. This will prevent the child from using the barrier as a climbing structure.
Most regular steel or wooden gates for mounting (such as Kidco G20, G22, G32
or Cardinal SS30A) are designed to be used for window barriers and they are
strong! Also, They have vertical bars only and are impossible to climb. They are
also tall - +30" when mounted, and they can be opened quite easily from the top
in case of a fire. They need to be installed on the inside of the window frame -
and it's important that the window still opens with the barrier installed. Especially
double hung - or sliding windows can have brackets conflicting with the gate if
the gate is installed too close to the window! So make sure the window hardware
is clear of the barrier!

If the barrier does not fit on the inside of the window frame, 2 gate installation kits

can be mounted on the front wall on each side of the window. The barrier will
then fit onto the inside of the installation kits.
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